LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
required more consideration than it had received. He was
still on numerous committees and his co-operation was
eagerly sought for when any matter which involved great
legal knowledge had to be decided. Townsend gives a
vivid picture of the old man at this time which is very
pleasing:
"I remember seeing Lord Redesdale, then eighty years of
age, conducting Miss Turner's divorce bill from Gibbon
Wakefield through the House of Lords. He was looking
round and rubicund, and presenting the appearance of
cheerful old age, 'frosty, but kindly,' of which our
peerage affords more numerous examples than any other
nobility in Europe. He had a look of good humoured
intelligence, that bore no approach to weakness, the
model of a hearty old gentleman, such as all who knew
and admired the passages of his life, as lovely and of
good report in private as useful and estimable in public,
would have wished him to appear".1
Gradually his mind and his health failed, and he passed
away peacefully at Batsford on the i6th January 1830, in
his eighty-second year.
It is difficult for a kinswoman impartially to appraise
his value. In studying the records and letters which bear
on his life and work, his flawless integrity, loftiness of
purpose, moral courage and industry are, perhaps, the
qualities which stand out in the greatest prominence. His
long life of crowded hours, passed during one of the most
momentous and tragic periods of our history, was wholly
given to the national service. He takes his place among the
many Englishmen of high character and administrative
1 W. C. Townsend, Lives of Twelve Eminent Judges (2V. 1846), n. 189.
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